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TO REVITALIZE THE
DOWNTOWN COMMER-
CIAL DISTRICT OF
HISTORIC BENTON,
ILLINOIS AND IN SO

DOING:

eStimulateconomic
growth and revitaliza-
tion

eFosten spirit of
community teamwork

ePromoteommunity
pride

ePreserveur historic
inheritance
esEmphasizBe nt on
uniqueness

eMarketBenton as a
great place to visit,
shop, play, and live.
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Story Time with Santa

Saturday, December 5th

Santa Claus arrived in Benton cluded, Twas the Night Before

to kick of the holiday season
by visiting with area children
during
sponsored
Sant ad.

Alan Odom, Organization and the children to have a free

Promotions Chair said that
area children were invited to
come and visit with Santa,

enjoy homemade cookies and

hot chocolate while visiting
with Santa at The Buzz.

ghildren were invited to visit
with Santa and have their
picture taken. After visiting
with Santa, Downtown Ben-
ton volunteers helped the
children make Christmas
crafts, drawings, and cards

| Offhile being treated to cook-

ies and punch.

Afterwards kids were
treated to Santa reading

Downt own B
0Sto

Christmas stories which in-

Christmas and How The
Grinch Stole Christmas.

en.t 9 nos
Arvery s1r_)e|0|%% ereat wias ar-
ran&ed courtesy of the (t:ity of

Benton Fire Department for

ride through town in one of
Bentonds Fire
Santa.

Very Special Thanks To
Lee Medders and the
Great Staff at The Buzz
Benton Fire Department
DBI Volunteers
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Commerce Unveils New| Chr

Did you notice the new holi-
day decorations around our
historic square and long the
main streets?

The Benton West City
Chamber of Commerce un-

Downtown Benton, Inc. vol-
unteers decorated both Capi-
tal Park and Malkovich Park
giving our downtown area a
festive holiday feeling.

Many visitors to our commu-

festive red and gold bows
around the lamp posts
around the square and in
Capital Park.

New lighted wreaths with
candles and bows are up

veiled new lighted garland andalong the main streets coming nity complimented on the

into town. wonderful holiday feel.
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Girls Night Out a GREAT

November 12th was Girls
Night Out in Benton. Gra-

ciously hosted by the Fraternal

Order of Eagles, 201 East

Washington Street the evening

was a great success.

Ladies will received makeup
tips, free body massages and
chair massages, manicures
while vendors offered dis-
counts on jewelry, purses, and
spa products,

Chef Ethan Light, Executive
Chef for Chartwells Dining
Services at Southern lllinois
University demonstrated
healthy cooking techniques

featuring Mediterranean
Cous Cous.

Great food provided by the
Buzz and by Downtown Ben-
ton volunteers which was en-
joyed by all.

Great deals on fithess pack-
ages, food, home décor and
much more allowed for some
early Christmas shopping.
Numerous door prizes were
donated by local businesses

and individuals and were given

out during drawings held
throughout the evening.

Catobds Fashions
fashion show and models from
the community wearing the

most recent fashions available
from Catods.

Girls Night Out was an impor-
tant fundraiser for Downtown
Benton as proceeds from fund-
raisers and events are used to
bring people to our commu-
nity to shop, eat, visit, and to
help drive the revitalization
efforts of our historic central
business district..

provi

2010 Antigue Street Festiv:
Expands Into Two Day Ev

With the great success of the
2009 Antique Street Festival;

at this years event.

the planning committee based

panded to increase participation

on feedback from vendors, Plans are still evolving but this

merchants, and store owners is years Antique Street Festival is|
expanding the 2010 Antique lining up to be the best one yet
Street Festival into a full two Stay tuned for more details as

day event. plans are made.

Plan are in the works to in-
crease the number of vendors
that come to the event, adding
an area for chilJl drends
providing exciting entertain-
ment in Capital Park, and bring-
ing in local artisans to demon-
strate their crafts.

Popular activities such as our
60ff The Road
praisal Show and the Street
Festival Art Show will be ex-
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